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The Right Reverend Jackson Kemper, Missionary Risifdhe Northwest, visited Keokuk in
April of 1850, for the purpose of organizing an &qapal Church. At a meeting held April 20,
the group moved to establish a parish to be narheibBn's.

Under the guidance of a capable building commatsenall brown frame church was completed
and was ready for occupancy on June 30, 1852twasyears after the organization of the
church. This building would serve the congregatmmapproximately 40 years. It is interesting
to note that the lots were part of the Half BreedcT.

In July 1871, a young bachelor priest, the ReveRoldert C. Mcllwain of New York preached
his first sermon in St. John's Church. He had weckhis college education at Harvard
University and had studied for the priesthood até€al Theological Seminary in New York
City. He was a tall, handsome man of most deterdhat@racter. It is more than justice to say
that to Mr. Mcllwain there is due credit for ifitad not been for his continuing persistence,
energy and aid, it is probable that the presentathiuilding would not be standing today.

It is without question that the background, tragiand previous service in church work in the
Northeast had a great influence on the designeo€ltiurch that would be built. For a short
period of time before graduation, Mr. Mcllwain sedvas an assistant to the rector of St.
Stephen's Episcopal Church in the city of Boston.

In July of 1883, a committee was appointed to pedosith the building of a new church at a
cost not to exceed $22,000. Another resolution iplexi/that it was to be of the same design as
an Episcopal Church in Jamaica Plains, Boston, Mimssetts.

St. John's Church, built from 1885 to 1888, is ohthe most outstanding and best preserved
examples of late 19th century ecclesiastical agchitre in Keokuk and the only one that
combines Gothic Revival detailing with RichardsanRomanesque form and massing.
According to the lowa Diocesan office of the EpisaloChurch in Des Moines, St. John's is the
oldest Episcopal Church of cruciform constructioawa.

The first service was held in the new building @bfaary 12, 1888. After a brief service in the
old church, the congregation processed to the tewmch for the first service. At the time the
church was not completely paid for and Father Maliwwould not permit the consecration to be
held until all debts were paid. There remainedla d&€$5,850, to be paid before the
consecration.

On a Sunday in March of 1890, Father Mcllwain pheta' money sermon,” "The Lord Loveth
a Cheerful Giver", on the status of the new bugdifihe offering zoomed to a total of $1,800



that morning. The congregation became so driventtiey soon earned the balance owed; the
church was finally debt free and consecrated onalg, 1891.

There are six distinctive parts to the buildinggBming at the rear of the church we find the
Narthex, the Nave (where the congregation is sgatednsepts (arms of the cross), Chancel,
Altar Rail, and Sanctuary.

Most cruciform structures have only token transepteereas in St. John's one can actually see
the cross. Transepts or arms of the cross areprenounced and one can determine the shape of
the cross without having to use any imagination.

The bell tower is 75 feet tall and is topped bymeson each of the four corners. The tower
contains five stained glass windows and housebéhgewhich was installed in the original
church in 1855 and was the first bell to be rungbyEpiscopal Church in lowa. It is one of two
items moved from the original church when the pmes&ucture was built.

The other item is the baptismal font, which is hexig the rear of the church. William Bawden,
a marble cutter and member of St. John’s, carvedaht out of a solid block of limestone. The
font was originally presented by the Sunday Sclodl installed in the original church, which
was consecrated in 1852.

The massive gable roof is covered with gray slkagorted from Wales. It has never been
replaced but has been maintained by necessarysephe roofline is broken by three triangular
clerestory windows on each side. These dormer wisdmn the East contain stained glass
windows of three American Episcopal bishops ofdristsignificance to St. John's: Bishop
Seabury, the first Bishop in the United StateshBgKemper, Missionary Bishop of the
Northwest Territory who established St. John's86Q; and Bishop Lee, the first Bishop of the
lowa Diocese. The clerestory windows on the oppaside are of three Anglican Saints: St.
Patrick, St. Columba and St. Augustine. These andows were manufactured by the Wippell
Co. of Exeter, England and were put in place inlthe0's. We are told they are exceptional for
the modern companies.

The roof is supported on the interior by six archieged oak tastefully crafted, massive and
ornamental, resting on elegantly carved stone letack

The drainage system is the original copper.

The main entrances to the church and the parislateaheavy double oak doors. They are not
original but are exact replicas done by Burlingtontractor High and Company during the
1960's or 1970's.

The plans for St. John's Church were designeddhjitacts H. M. Stephenson and Daniel
Appleton of Boston. As the building committee resfed, the plans were patterned after St.
John's Episcopal Church at Jamaica Plains, Bobtassachusetts, which had been designed by
the same architects. These architects also destgeqaans for the Parish Hall addition, which



was built in 1895. This was done without disturbihg integrity of the original structure. F. W.
Menke of Quincy, lllinois, was the builder of bdtie church and the Parish Hall addition.

The exterior walls are constructed of native limmastfrom Canton, Missouri.

Historical records indicate the Parish Hall additieas built of Bedford, Indiana, limestone. The
architects and builders were careful to keep aliuiees of the addition in harmony with original
church building.

Several of the stained glass windows of St. Jakete installed during construction so they
have been in place for over a hundred years. Otlers been added over the years with the
most recent during the 1970's.

There are seven companies represented -- the Landm®f New Jersey, Small Glass Company
of St. Louis, Missouri; William Geissler of New MqrJacoby Company; Wippell Company of
Exeter, England; and two of the finest, the May@vlanich Glass Company of Germany and
the Tiffany Studios of New York, thus providing exceptional gallery of stained glass.

Restoration was done by Shennandoah Glass Comp&ngrd Royal, Virginia. Their people
said our windows were among the top 3% in the dn8tates ...real treasures!

The narthex is fairly spacious lending itself foe tourposes of greeting worshippers, the
formation of processions for church services, falsgeweddings and other ceremonial religious
services. Five stained glass windows are foundemarthex, some of which were installed
when the building was constructed.

The Archangel in the center in a bright pink rabguite a unique Geissler window and is one of
the earliest.

The narthex is divided from the nave by two tadbgfdesigned columns and archways.

The nave contains 34 handsomely designed pewshwngcdivided by an aisle six feet wide.
The pews are constructed of red oak, the top ob#to& and panels on the ends are of cherry.

The wainscoting around the exterior walls is of oa#t. From the nave we can observe the
beauty of the six red oak arches supporting thé fidee gas pipe fittings for the original lighting
can still be observed from the bottom supportdefarches. The original lights have been
replaced by electric lights selected to blend ithwie original decor.

There are twelve windows in the nave, six on e&bf §here are three Tiffany windows (all
angels) in the nave -- two on the West side andoornte East, For the most part; the details are
actually "in" the glass, rather than painted, aimgtd on. The faces of the Tiffany angels are
almost photographic. They have the distinctive gogpand milky depth of the Tiffany glass as
well as the distinctive style.



The oldest Tiffany window, installed in 1897, i®tAscension Angel. This window shows a
seated angel, with its finger pointing toward tleaVvens. The beautiful whites and creamy
shadings of blue are most certainly in the fluitfany style. Especially noteworthy are the
"feathers" of the angel's wings, which were creatbdn the glass was pouted.

In 1903, Resurrection Angel, another Tiffany windavas installed. It is executed in unusual
soft shades of brown and rose. The Tiffany windavesunique in that they are the only
windows visible at night when there is no outsidétl This window has a double face -- the
face shows both inside and outside -- which isequate. The window is almost completely
double glass. Guardian Angel is a fine exampleraped glass that makes a milky depth
distinctive of Tiffany. It was installed in 1910.

On the East side, toward the back, is St. Johibii@e, manufactured by the Lamb Studio of
New Jersey. It was installed in 1895 and, althcaygbroximately the same age as the other
windows, it has a distinctive look.

The other eight windows on the sides of the nagealiiMayer of Munich Glass Company of
Germany windows. They were all installed at theetioh construction or soon after.

Above the main aisle in back of the nave are theetiwvindows, Faith, Hope and Charity. It is
interesting to note that, while Hope and Faithteoth portrayed by women, Charity is
represented by a man, the Good Samaritan. In étésled panel all of the characters of the
parable can be seen. They are bordered with a exmpie and floral pattern -- the only
windows bordered in this way. They are believedeésome of the most valuable and
outstanding windows of St. John's, and were pptace in 1886 when the church was
constructed. They are fine examples of Mayer of iumvindows.

The transepts, or arms of the cross, originally@oed pews for seating the congregation. In
more recent years the East transept has been tedvvera chapel for daily worship service. This
is the place where you will find the huge, lovedgds and Saint Peter window. Mrs. Robert
Farmer Bower installed this window in 1988 in meynof her husband. He was a successful
wholesale grocer and prominent Mason. He has tiestficollection of Masonic books in the
country, which became the nucleus of the Masoriicdry in Cedar Rapids. Mr. Bower was
instrumental in founding the Keokuk Public Librafhis, too, is a Mayer window. In this
transept you may also find two more modern winddeicting the prophets Isaiah and
Jeremiah by the Whippel Company of England.

The West transept is used as a prayer centerif@temprayers. The magnificent Conversion of
Constantine window, installed when the church wak,bs located here. This window was
given by the Damascus Commandery of the Knightsplanin Keokuk to commemorate their
dead. The Rev. Mcllwain was very active in the Masmrders. This also is a Mayer window.

There are also two Whippel windows of the proplietskiel and Daniel, are in this transept.

A Gothic arch separates the nave from the chambel hand painted-dove at the top of the arch
symbolizes the third part of the Trinity -- the M@pirit. At the entrance to the chancel is the



pulpit and lectern. On one side, a pulpit of bi@sd red oak and on the other the brass eagle
lectern, one of the finest in any Episcopal churclowa. The lectern was first used at the Easter
service in 1890.

The chancel houses the choir and the organ. liite gpacious, providing room for a large choir.

The Temple Organ Company of Lamoni, lowa, builtpnesent organ in 1965. There are 22
registers, 127 ranks, and 1,520 pipes. There &cha or processional organ in the rear of the
nave.

A chancel screen on each side of carved red oakneel the chancel. Note the chancel carvings
repeat the architectural borders that are founchost of the Mayer windows.

The altar rail is of red oak, supported by eleganamental brass standards. Only the priest,
acolytes, altar guild and other authorized persoag enter here.

The altar is of red oak with three carved panele fieredos is similarly paneled and carved of
red oak.

The rear of the recessed sanctuary is a curvedfevaling a 180-degree arc. This area of the
church is known as the apse. The roof of the apsaulted or arched in shape. The significance
of the apse is that the dome represents powerhdréy.

In about 310 A.D., Constantine, who was a Christilrough several major battles brought the
Roman Empire under one head -- himself. Rome wsisdley pagan at that time. His first
Christian endeavor was to build churches. The éirgt was in Jerusalem, believed to have been
built over the tomb of our Crucified Savior. It wealled the Church of the Holy Sepulcher and
was finished in approximately 336 A.D. The basengnt of this church was the domed roof
over the grave. From this day on, all buildingsgigng power and authority have domed roofs.
Constantine had two more churches built simultasgpone in Byzantine. Istanbul, then called
Constantinople in honor of Constantine, was cathedfirst Christian City in the World. This
church was also domed, and the Roman Empire wad ftdm this city for several hundred
years; it was the seat of Christianity, as Constardecreed that the Roman Empire disclaim
paganism and adopt Christianity.

The apse form is found in two locations in St. Jel@hurch -- at the main altar and at the altar
area in St. Andrew's Chapel. Another form of redtogm of Constantine's contribution to the
history of the Christian Church is found in twois& glass windows in St. John's Church. The
Cross of Constantine is the window in the vestilauld is the first one observed as one enters the
church through the main door. There is also thgelawindow, Conversion of Constantine.

Paul Pausch of Quincy, lllinois, beautifully andawrely painted the ceiling of the sanctuary in
1955.

Above the reredos are five stained glass windowthe center is Christ flanked by the four New
Testament saints -- Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.



When the church was built, St. John was placetiercenter, over the altar. Then, in 1900, when
the other four windows were given, St. John wasedaw the side so that Jesus the Good
Shepherd would be in the center. At the same tihgetwo windows on either side -- the
Ascending Angel and the Guardian Angel were given.

A unigue and distinctive feature of the decor @ thurch is the woodcarving, which was
crafted by William Bartels of Carthage, lllinoish& carvings include the reredos, altar, altar rail,
chancel screen, and pew ends. The front of theladisthree panels -- grapes symbolizing the
wine, wheat symbolizing the bread, and in the agpd@el, a bas-relief of Christ carrying the
cross to Calvary. This Bartels is considered thisenasterpiece, and is signed. Other notable
work by Bartels includes his collection of carveatlpr and bedroom furniture, used in an
apartment for the Governor of lllinois during thekd's Fair in Chicago, 1893. Queen Victoria
offered a million dollars for the furniture to bead as a wedding gift to the Prince of Wales but
Bartels refused to sell. It is now in the Govermaddansion in Springfield. It is on record that the
great woodcarver devoted over eight years of fesdi carving this celebrated suite of furniture.
A gavel he carved from a log obtained from thedagin at New Salem where Lincoln boarded
and later presented to President William McKinleyow in the Smithsonian Institute in
Washington, D.C. While he acquired many fine caguiwols, Bartels did most of his work with
a jackknife or penknife.

The sacristy is located to the right of the chanegparated by a partition of geometric stained
glass. In addition to the 43 windows visible framside the church plus several in the bell tower,
there are three windows in the sacristy, four anghrish hall entry, and three in St. Andrews'
Hall (Parish Hall). They are geometric or floraldasign, rather than figurative like the others.

There are so many interesting stories about Sh'damat it is impossible to share them all at this
time.

We do give church tours on request. If you or aigrgou belong to would be interested in a
Tour, please call the church for an appointment.

As one member of the State Historical Committed saiThis is not a restored structure, but
one that has been lovingly maintained for over J€érs.” We of St. John's only hope that those
who follow us will be as pleased with the way wedaared for this lovely church as did those
who preceded us.



